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quadrangular biiildin? of three stones, flanked by round 
biistrons, of which hut one at present remains. In the rere 
was the inner baliiuni, in w hich was a tennis-coiut and 
tilt-yard. The outer cnlranco, which is still in g.^od pre- 
servation, consisted of a gate, defeiided 'jy u portcullis j 
and the whole was snrrounded by the bawn, in which cat- 
tle were secured during the night. 

The north side was protected by the river Barrow, which 
supplied with water a wide ditch that extended round 
the other sides; and the mount on which the castlewas 
situated being thus formed into an island, obtained the 
name of " Port na hincii," or the " Castle of the Island." 

In IBS'!, the Irish princes, jealous of the encroachments 
of the English, attacked and burnt the castle ; but it was 
soon afterwards repaired, and taken possession of, by 
De Vesev, who was then Lord Justice of Ireland. 

In 1307, the Irish renewed their hostilities, and consi- 
der!!!)!? injured the castle. It was afterwards fully repaired 
bv ]?itzfl;6r'i''li ^^'"^ erected a church, with a steeple arid 
bells, in'' the village, !)ut which, in 131.5, was destroyed 
by the Scotch army under Robert Bruce. 

For the next hundred years Lea frequently changed its 
prfiprietors ,- and its history is but a mere catalogue of at- 
tacks, surrenders, and reprisals. 

Iri ]S53, we find it again in possession of the Rtzge- 
ralds, the liead of which family Was the celebrated Earl of 
Kiidare, who was appointe(l to "govern all Ireland, as all 
Ireland could not govern him." He, though entrusted 
with the government of the country, disregarded the ad- 
ministration of the laws, but as it contributed to his own 
personal influence atvd authority. Thus, he Furnished the 
Castle of Lea Avith guns arid ammunition out of t Fie royal 
stores, in opposition to the express communds of his Ma- 
jesty. 

In 1898, the Castle of Lea was taken by the Irish chief- 
tain O'More, who, having established a garrison, niarched 
wiik a considerable force, and successfully attacked the 
Earl of'EsteXi then Chief Governor, at the pass of Baliy- 
brittas. From the quantity of feathers takisn from thegay 
soldiers of tlie English favourite, the field of action was 
called " The Pa^s "of the Phinies." 

On the liroaking out of the rebellion of 1641, Lea was 
garrisoned by the rebels, but was shortly afterwards taken 
posspsiion of by the loyalists, who, in c'omniomorution of 
the event, phuited in the nmrket-placa a young a'-'h-treo, 
wdiich during the period of its existence, Cone hundred and 
seventy years,) attained an immense size, and was univer- 
sally known as " The Tree of Leu." 

Its girth by some is stated to have been 29- feet, 
while a manuscript whicli is in the possesjion of a gentle- 
man in Portarlington, nitiilions it to have been eleven 
yards, and that the shads formed by its f diage exceeded 
sixty feet in diameter. The tree having lost one of' its 
principal bonghb during a storm, went ujudly to decay ; 
and the hollow trunk, having for some time served a poor 
\\otnan for a cow-house and picgery, sunk, like an aged 
paliiarch, beneath the wtiglit of jears, respected and'la- 
nicuLed by tlie iuhaliitanu of the village- 

In 164S, Loa ^^as taken by Lord Castkhaven; and in 
16S0. by the parliamentary forces under Colonel Hewson 
and Reynolds, and iinally dismantled. 

The last person who took up hh alwde at Lea was a 
noted horse-steolcr, (Dempsiy,) who convened the ex- 
tensive \anlts under tl\e cattle into stables, and for several 
year', successively cariied on his nefarious tr^ide. Tilnn 
the dextirity he evinced in committing his depred itruns, 
he acqinred the Irish name of " Shamus a Coppnil, ' or 
" James the Horse;" and as the jie.iidnt'ry, cipeoially of 
Ireland, are fond of " the wild and wonderful," his his- 
tory tarnished the subject of many an evening tale. 



KAILROADS IN TUii UNITED STATES. 
From a recent file of Ainpriran papers, we find that tire 
progress of raih'oatlh in the Uuitt-Ll t'tatc^ is ctimated as 
ibllow!) ; In Pennsylvania, there are fiiiten liiU'i com- 
pleted, and sixty-'-nt.n in contempl.itioii ; in iNt.v'Yoik 
there aie si-t cunipiftcd, and twenty seven in contemiila- 
tion; in the state of Onio, tv.elv.i are in pro; ri ■■'., 'but 
none yet brooglit to a poifect state of (.011411! tion ; in 
MassachuBet.s, there are also suyeral ja progre.;.; and the 



great railroad from Baltimore, through Maryland, to tlie 
Ohio river at Wheeling, a distance of 375 miles, is rapidly 
approaching to a close. Altogether there are fortv-seveu 
railroads completed, and 0110 hundred and thirty-sevfn 
commenced, or iu contemplation. Besides the great line 
to the western states from Baltimore to Wheeling, it -m. 
pears that corresponding lines are projected Irom PhjiL 
delphia and New York ; these being required in order to 
preserve au equality of advantages with Baltimore, hi tlie 
trade to the great regions of the Ohio river. In the line 
from Philadelphia to Pittsburg, it is boldly deterftiiiivjj 
upon, to tunnel through tire Alleghany mountains the 
circuit being otherwise so e.'cpensive, as to render that great 
labour the cheaper course to be pursued. It is to be oliJerv- 
ed, however, that these railroads have not the soliditv, and 
probable strength and durability of the railroads of this'coufi- 
try, The rails are laid down upon wood, and not niicm 
stone, as m the Manchester and Liverpool railroad, and 
others which our readers may have seen.. This plan has 
been adopted in consequence of the abuhda,nce of tiuiher 
upon the lines of country through which the railroads 
pass, and the less quantity of labour required for pre- 
paring that material, in a country where wages are so 
high. It is calculated that the wood work must be re- 
newed upon an average once in the course of seven .vears, 
Perhaps, as railroads, and indeed the whole scieiice of 
locomotion, are evidently yet in infancy, this clieapei' 
mode of proceeding may be in reality the, more judleiQus 
since less capital is thus endangered by the introduction 
of improved steam carriages, or other stiii cheaper and 
more advantageous locomotive pov/er. The iron-\voik is 
all imported from Great Britain, the iron of the United 
States being too soft, for this and other purposes where 
much friction is produced. For this reason, the government 
lias. very judiciously alhrvvsd railroad iron to be an excep- 
tion to the Tariff' regulations, of the country ; it bein" 
now exempt from all duty. — A-ltcigetlier, the progress of 
the railroad systein in the United States opens out a wide 
and extraordinary scene of speculation as to its efKicts 
upon the destinies of that great nation. Throiigh this 
invention, the people of regions lying hitherto fiir away 
from all effectual control, will be brought into the solid 
union of the social bond ; and the fear that the United 
States were too large for one government, will become m 
unremembered and visionary folly. — Alhenaium. 



AN litliSfl OTTI^R. 

At a recent meeting of the Zoological Society, Loir 
don, Mr Ogilby called the attention of the nieti'bcis to a 
specimen of an Irish otter, taken near NewtnvMJim.iva(ly, 
On account of the intensity of its colouring, which ap- 
proaches nearly to black, both on the iqiper and mijer 
surf.ice J of the le.ss extent of the prle culmir buncdth the 
throat, as compared with the coiiunoii otLi-r, (I,;<';« ?<;/- 
g^i;is, Linn.) aq it exists in End.Uid; and of some dditr- 
ence in the size of the e.-js, and in t!ie proportion-! of 
other parts, l.'r. 0;i-ili)y has ici.g considered the Iijah oticr 
as constituting a d'-tiiict mf ecies ; aiid he fceki oticnath- 
encd iu this view of ihe subject by the pecuiiauty of habi- 
tation and manners. It is, in fact, to a considerable ex- 
tent a marine animal, being found chiefly along the coast 
of the county of Antrim, living in hoiJu.vs and caverns 
forjncd by the scattered masses of the basaltic columns of 
that coait, and constantly btt.'kina, itself to the sea when 
alamied or hinitrd. It feeds chiefly on the salmon, and 
as it is c,jn,e(|i!i.nt|j iiijufion-. to the fi-jhery, a [irfniinm is 
paid for its dctructiim ; and there are many 1 ersons whc 
make a pi ofc! si n of hunting it, earning a livt lihuod lij 
the rev.aid paid for it and by di-posing of its ■^ki 1. lu'r, 
Ogilby stated Ki-i intention of cuniparinu; it iniimroly vith 
the common otter a^ soon ;,s he shouhl he enabled to do 
so by the pos,,c"&iun of entire subjects, and especiall) of 
attending to the coinptu-ison of the os.teo logical struc« 
turns. 



lUSAJ.TIC X'OLL'.'a^'S. 

A rang3 of ba'-iltic cclun.ns has Iiocn discovered on the 
south bLIo of C-iirneuiny Hill, in the pari h of Connor, 
three miles W. E. of Autriui, Tjio coliujias are as resu- 



THE DUBLIN PENNY JOUENAL. 



295 



larly formed as those of the Giant's Causeway— they are 
in general hexagoual— they ineliiie from the pBrpemliciihir 
towards the /noi'th s\t an angle of about n degrees, the 
cohunns at either side leaning towards the centre. The 
space of ground already opened is about 40 feet in breadtii, 
and 14 deep; the columns appearing at present being 
about 12 feet in height. It is the opinion of a scientific 
friend, (as far as he could judge from a hurried observa- 
tion,) that these columns form probably part of a great 
whin dyke, running southward from the northern sh.ores of 
Antrini, and that they will not be found to extend umch 
beyond the width now exposed in view, either towards 
the east or west. This will, in some degree, soon be as- 
certained. In the mean time, the discovery of such i-e!;u- 
Jar basaltic columns so far inland may form to the geolo- 
gist a subject of interesting speculation.— i?d'//«i/ Xctn 
Lclter. 



CATCHING A TARTAR. 
The Galtee mountains, in the county Tipperary; aie 
frequented by a large species of the eagle, which have been 
an uncommon annoyance to the fanners, in the destnic- 
fion pi their lambs and poultry; there is also a rabbit- 
warren convenient, which the eiigles often visit in search 
of prey,' and kill great aun^.bers, in di:fr.i!ice of every means 
resorted to for the purpoise of destroying them. A few 
months ago, one of these enormous birds was observed to 
pounce upon a large cat which was sleeping upon the rooj 
of a thatched cabin, and to carry her off, (taking lier, it was 
supposed, for a rabbit.) The eagle arose right upwaids, 
ahd the spectators continued to watch him until he soaied 
1)eyond their sight. About ten minutes after, he was see i 
to descend, apparently struggling with his intended victmi 
At last he fell to the earth, not fifty paces from the spot 
where he lifted the cat, so weakened thro\igh loss of blood 
that he died aUpost innnediately, his throat and breast ha\- 
ing been desperately cut in the struggie. The cat w as 
little or nothing the worse. N. 



SINGULAR SAGACITY OP TWO MULKS. 
About two miles from tlift town of BaHymalion, in the 
county of Longtoid, icb ilt'i a gsnllLman, who Ins in hi'i 
pos'.ess'on two mules of the Sptni'jh bieid Tliej will 
i-egulaiiy go to .uninip placid m the \ ud, ind \ih lo one 
apjilie'i hi"j mouth to the spout, the othti woiks the han- 
dl.^ by alternately laising and dej'cs-.in^ hib shoulder 
When one has sa'i ficd his thiist, he (.■^clnn 'c plates wuh 
hw companion, and ittu'ns the scpul he li is itctued 
Irupiob.bie a> this any .ippeai to some, it is an absolute 
fat*-; an.l the peii-n who {_i\eb the icoount oi it, has le 
ceivpd It veiv itirntly from the owner of the nniks, and 
from seveial membei , ot his familj. W. C, L. 

CTirRMNO m f HILE. 
In Chile, but<-ei is pacjved m bheep-skins with the wool 
aide 01 1, and w ould be vei-y ^oofi m spitt ot appeal ii.t cs, 
were It not so much salted The. opeuttion ot chumnio 
is peifoimcdin a donlej. Thj truim is put i) to l'uc,e 
gouids 01 dry skins placed on his back, md then the am 
mal is kept tiotting lound the v ird till the butter is made. 
In thia art they seem not tj hue a l/an''ed a snigle step 
smceits disco\eiy , foi wc me told that i coimtrvman 
some v'heie lost a laigc jug of cicajii ny (anting it for a 
distanfe on i haul trotting hoist, v Inch accident led to 
the impoitant invention o* chi'uis and buieu A fnend 
told me th it ho had piestnted, some yens igo, a Yanl et 
chuui to a iumly rcs'dmg neu liie capital, and tau^jnl 
them to use it feo lon^ a it w anoultj they \ii,ie 
pleaafd, but at the t nd of a few wet' s thej dfcidtd th i*- 
the denkcy made buttei just as well, and oonif lucnti^ 
threw II asiiu. — 'Jlhce Yca}i; vi the Pmific. 



THK EXrLE',S SONfJ. 

By the side of the Ganges, whose mystical wave 
Oft serves as a tomb lo the exile and slave, 
I moitrn, but in vain, for the dear belov'd few 
That bound me for ever, dear Erin, to you. 

In vain does the East all its trsastires display. 
Or the free Asiatic enliven the dnv ; 
My bosom still beats fur the dear jielov'd few, 
That mouni'd my departure, dear Erin, from you- 

Unchangedis my heart, thougli my spirit 's subdu'dj 
The sunshine Of hope, oftentimes will intrude, 
And tempt me to sigh for the dear belov'd few, 
Tliat bound me (or ever, dear Erin, to you. 

When the v/o s of the cnie woui e\ile shall cea«e, 
And the mind ite., o death bung a fiu d ukase, 
O ! the 1 1st tliiob ot natuie't. otein d adieu, 
Shall be mmgled in bles'iuigs, deai Eun, toi >ou, 

Taiewell, honoui'd lind of my foicfitht% hiiih; 
Deal isle of delight— heavens fa»o»Hd on ui th ' 
To thv green mantled bowtu m i i lomifjius of UWi 
Dear £iin, my counti} ' foi evei d ^u ' 

J D 



DiliHOfrPAPHTCAI., rElNhMOtjiailf \TION 
A blacksn.ith lately made out a bill ag unst one cf uis 
eustomeis, m uhich a chaige was i ilcMk I to be made foi 
stcclii giwo uattids — i c putting steel to tho u on points 
of the instiuinf its But the son oi Vultatj, who had 
been nioic u ed to wielding a sledgo hamn er than stud)- 
ingDoctoi Johnson, actua'ly wioto tnv toilovving item : 
" To steidm^iim mad duv'ts, 2» '" 



^^OODSTOCK CASTI.I^, A'I U i , t OUNTY KILIJ.UIU. 

• " lh> \, ills thit n-( siihlum. 

In pioiid del u ee td all toi iimiiii, tunc " 

Stietyth and duiatior in oiu i,l,iiKp eom! i e<l, 

II14I1 tliuii^lit iw . 1 en ni t'lt so n m^ uiu! , 

loll 111: ii lilt unit ot i (h 111 lioui, 

L\uks in (UL Uiis of Ion ' eiit'uiin, j on 11 , 

While noble piles, in iia lent jnudels i ist, 

1 eaih hnn a s Kiifl le> on of the past, 

Bid Inm bend o'li the i,ult of ioimn dns, 

Oi pieiet t'le futiUB with his nikiit„'a/e — If Cioss, 

To ha\ethe iccollsction of the dns thit 11 e long ,;)ne 
ovei stiued up in oui minds, and to diveh upon them with 
affecti mate mteiest, may appeal we ik 111 the cv es of ti iie 
philosophy. Yet to dwell fondly on the histoiy of 
scenes tli it up foi t\er fled, it it be a weikntss, it seems 
to be one of the mosf pudomble v<,eakiies es oi ou"- 11- 
tuu — 1 fiailtv as imnii ill is it is iii'eiesting It is a so- 
beiniT leflvtiion whieli wc aienatuialb affu.tfd wiHjj jjjd 
h\ It th be tb\inpithitbof OUI natnieaie olteu avukeue^ 
When contonipl t'n_' the mouldeuntj leniaiubof the edi- 
fices of oui faitfatiitib, aksocialions piess on itie nmui, 
linked as rhey ai e w ith the present and tlie past, that oA( n 
con/ey nistuictuinb of no oidmiiy knul. Peilmps the 
Castle of Wood^mk, the subject ot oui pieseiit M|*S& 
maj be elasstd amongst othei^ ai afioidmg evidenteof 
tho justuesi of this le naik. 

From Its viciiiifv, Wood tock Castk has piilakenof 
nciily alltlie eh mges tint b<tt 1 At' \ Si iiuliuj; on 'he 
we tern banl ofthemei Biiiow, it w i, I'esi^m d to tu u- 
mand the pruinpil foid on this put ot thi» mtr m u n- 
junrtion .vith White'o eis k it 1 ite on the oppn ite Duik, 
sx little low ei down— the ford lying betwten The tiiae 
thib castle was built is unknown. Ti idition assigns it to 
about the -^eir 125,10, and thai a descendant of the tail of 
Peiiibiokc was its fiist m istci ; whiia oui a itiqu iias, 
with moie leasou, seem iiitlinod to ittiibutt the eict. 
turn of the pieseiit stuutuie to Thomas rit/,tial 1, loid if 
Olldej, and aftuwauis \tnth r nl ot Kdd lu who on 
nmijing Don diea, the daiuhter ot Authoin 0"*Ioou,of 
Lex, ierii\i 1 in doin the inipoisiff WooditiuK lod 
Kiieb m, in which f iniily it still imiaiiis 7 he plan of the 
buildup vas ou^nially v le^iilai »q-uare, in afta tiiiieb ui 
addition was m ule tut of aspiau tow ci,jom'n.; the south 
side, andbudtm lun'oiniity with thefrontli ingthcmei. 
Tho walls aio of gieit thicl ness, and, considtiuv the it- 
laek^ they hive been exposed to, in good pr{i..i\ itioii. 
Ihe mullioned windows aie inneh aamiied and ntie ele- 
gmtl) executed In viCwiii,^ the i uciioi fiomwhit tan 
lie tolkcted hom the leniains, wt an stints with the cu- 
r ous ariangenientsof ancient auhitf ctuie A fine aithed 
giltwa\, nd part of the Oiitei eomtwatl yet lemaui, 
home sl.ort Ume wncc a btone, of wmth the folio, ting tut 



